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Reading



On average, children who are read one book a day will 
hear about 290,000 more words by age 5 than those 

who don't regularly read books with an adult. 





What does Guided 
Reading look like at our 
schools?

• All children have a copy of the text and are sat at 
tables.

• Each session focuses on a few pages from the 
text.

• Children take it in turns to read parts of the text 
aloud (this could be a sentence, paragraph up to 
a whole page).

• Teachers will also read within some sessions and 
children are also given the opportunity to read 
in their heads.

• There are questions linked to the text which the 
children answer in their books.

• The answers are discussed as a class. 



What are the benefits of whole 
class 

guided reading?

• an opportunity for all children to access 
the same high-quality text

• a chance to explore and discuss 
vocabulary 

• it ensures that every child gets at least 
one opportunity to read aloud during the 
week

• It allows for mature, in-depth and 
thought-provoking discussions



Whole Class Guided Reading –
what are the benefits? 

• Children have the experience of reading a whole 
book, of high quality,  which will develop a love of 
reading for pleasure

• All children take part in frequent, paired 
discussion - It is essential that less confident 
readers are exposed to the high-quality 
reasoning of more confident readers and 
become part of these discussions

• Chance for teachers to model good use of 
intonation, volume and expression and also a 
chance for teachers to hear everyone in the class 
read during the week 

• Children are completing comprehension 
questions daily which results in noticeable and 
rapid progress 

• Increase children’s ability to follow a text and 
listen to peers 



Year 2, 3 
and 4 
whole 
class 

guided 
reading 
books



Year 
5+6 

whole 
class 

guided 
reading 
books



Vocab challenge

Jolt –

Flailed –

Seeking –

Opera –

Skittered –



Vocab challenge

Jolt – push or shake someone or a violent 

movement

Flailed – wave or swing something wildly

Seeking – attempt to find something 

Opera – a genre of singing

Skittered – to move lightly or quickly 







Character map drawn and 
added to whilst reading 

Letters from the Lighthouse

This is particularly useful 
for your less able readers 

who might find it trickier to 
keep up with the plot and 

characters.  



Eagle House literature festival



Author visits and workshops we have had 
at Potters Gate linked to our Guided 

Reading and English topics 


